
Home Occupation

 

Criteria for Home Occupations:

The following criteria is intended to describe the types of occupations that can be undertaken
within a dwelling unit in the City, and to ensure that home occupations do not result in adverse
impacts to residential neighborhoods. 

Low-Impact Home Occupations:

1. A low-impact home occupation, as defined in this title, that is clearly incidental to the use of
the structure or dwelling and meets the performance requirements of this subsection shall be
permitted without an administrative permit but shall be required to obtain a zoning clearance
subject to the requirements of HMC 17.04.052.

2. No more than one low-impact home occupation shall be permitted in any dwelling unit,
except that the planning officer may, at his or her sole discretion, allow more than one upon
making a finding that the provisions of this section will not be otherwise violated.

3. Such use must be conducted entirely within a dwelling or accessory building and carried on
by the inhabitants thereof. If the inhabitants do not own the property, the zoning certificate
application must also contain the signature of the owner of the property.

4. There shall be no storage of equipment or supplies other than samples in an accessory
structure.

5. There shall be no external alteration of the appearance of the dwelling in which a home 
occupation is conducted.

6. A low-impact home occupation shall not involve the use of any material, other than craft or
art supplies, or mechanical equipment other than customarily incidental to domestic use.

7. No advertising signs shall be placed in the yard or on the house or any part of the property.

Moderate-Impact Home Occupations:

1. Administrative Permit Required. Any home occupation that does not qualify as a low-impact 
home occupation, but that otherwise meets the requirements of this section, shall be
considered a moderate-impact home occupation and shall be required to obtain an
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administrative permit. If the inhabitants do not own the property, the administrative permit
application must also contain the signature of the owner of the property.

2. Conditions. An administrative permit for a moderate-impact home occupation shall be
granted subject to the requirements of HMC 17.04.008, except that the following additional
conditions shall apply:

a. The administrative permit shall be valid only as to the occupation and residence for which it
is issued; and

b. The administrative permit shall be revoked if the occupation for which the permit is granted
has been discontinued for at least one year.

Uses Not Allowed as Home Occupations:

1. Those which do not meet the provisions of subsections C and D of this section.

2. Those which entail the repair, manufacture, processing or alteration of goods, materials or
objects, intended for sale where equipment or process is used which creates an adverse impact
on the neighborhood.

3. Those which entail the harboring, training or raising of dogs, cats, birds or other animals.

4. Those which entail vehicle painting, repair and/or body and fender work.

5. Barbershops, beauty parlors, nail salons, music schools, dancing schools, business schools or
schools of any kind with organized classes.

6. Those uses which involve retail sales, rental or display of goods or products at the home if
such sales, rentals or display will create an adverse impact upon residential uses within 300
feet of the proposed home occupation by causing an increase in traffic, whether vehicular or
pedestrian, which unreasonably interferes with parking and/or use of the streets and sidewalks
by residents within 300 feet of the proposed home occupation.

7. Gun sales are prohibited in residential zones except for existing permitted uses as of the date
of adoption of the ordinance codified in this title.

Home Day Care Facilities:

Home Day Care Facilities. Home day care facilities as defined in this title shall not be subject to
the other subsections of this section. Small home day care facilities shall be permitted as of
right in all residential zones and in single-family and multiple-family dwellings that are found in
commercial zoning districts. Large home day care facilities in residential zones and in single-
family and multiple-family dwellings that are found in commercial zoning districts shall be
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subject to an administrative permit. The administrative permit shall be based upon the following
findings:

1. The proposed use is either located on a lot zoned for single-family dwellings or meets a
minimum standard of 75 square feet of outdoor activity space for each child who is not an
infant. The outdoor area must be owned or leased by the applicant and cannot be shared with
other property owners unless written permission is granted by the owner of the adjoining
property.

2. The proposed use is located more than 500 feet from any other large home day care facility
or child day care center.

3. The proposed use has adequate vehicular access to the residence to provide a safe drop-off
and pick-up area with minimal disruption to local traffic and circulation.

4. The proposed use complies with general plan noise requirements for residential uses and the
provisions of Chapter 9.30 HMC relating to noise.

5. The proposed use complies with any standards promulgated by the State Fire Marshal
relating to the subject of fire and life safety in large home day care facilities. (Ord. 08-06 § 1,
2008)

Supporting Documents

Home Occupation Business Application 253.62 KB
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